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ld and new friends alike were at the New 

Sanctuary to celebrate the 95th birthday of Dr. 

Lin, who has indelibly touched our church.  Many 

from different organizations came to personally wish 

Dr. Lin well and make presentations on behalf of their 

groups.   I  saw  some  other  old  timers,  including 

Maggie Ho, Bob Hymers, Eugene Wilkerson, Hannah 

and Chuck Lee. I am sure there were lots more.   

The FCBC Joint Choir, with over 85 members, 

sang powerfully with unbounded voices: "Unbounded 

Grace" and "Jesus, Joy of Man's Desiring."  

All of the pastors took parts: Julia Wong led scrip-

ture reading of Eph 2:1-10 and Romans 8:31-39, Jack-

son Lau and Ken Yee offered prayers of Thanksgiv-

ing.  Dr. Murphy Lum gave the benediction.  

Sister  Annie Owyang gave the first  testimony 

about Dr. Lin.  She called Dr. Lin a treasured posses-

sion among Chinese churches, and expressed thankful-

ness that he could be with our church for 45 years.  

She acknowledged the early days when Dr. Lin was 

the children's pastor, the English pastor, the Cantonese 

pastor, and even the janitor.  For Annie, Dr. Lin was 

teacher, mentor, spiritual counselor, trusted friend, and 

even matchmaker. While a college student, she joined 

Dr. Lin's Sunday School class, and 37 years later, she 

is still learning in his class. His class is like being in 
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y God’s Grace, the Voice of FCBC has al-

ready been published for ten years!  To 

celebrate the 10th  anniversary, the editorial staff 

would like our readers to nominate articles for the 

Best Article Awards.  This nomination is open to 
all those attending FCBC and for friends of FCBC.  

The following are the details: 

Nomination Procedure  

(1) Select two best articles from current and previ-

ous two issues (Volume 10, Issues 1 and 2, 

Volume 9, Issue 2).  All three issues and the 

nomination form are at our church web site: 

www.fcbc.org/voiceoffcbc/index.htm. 

(2) All nominations must be submitted using the 

nomination form.  Completed nomination form 

can be submitted electronically as an attach-

ment  to  fcbcvoice@cox.net  or  in  paper  to 

church mailbox #21 not later than June 11, 

2006.   

(3) Paper copies of the blank nomination form can 

be picked up from the book shelf at the Hall of 

Truth entrance. 

Awards 

Two Best Article Awards will be announced in our 

next issue.  Two nominators will also be selected to 

receive Nomination Awards. ������

 

Enjoy Your Reading! 
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seminary, but without the tuition.  He is the Bible 

answer man and all have learned so many in-

sights:  "A Sunday School teacher is a little pas-

tor,"  "Christians  are  little  Christs,"  "logos and 

rhema,"   "the  importance  of  God's  presence," 

"fasting and prayer."   Dr. Lin has been there for 

Annie through her difficult times also.  Annie and 

Irene Li started a widow's ministry and Dr. Lin 

was there to teach monthly.  In Dr. Lin's eyes, all 

are important.  Annie sees Dr. Lin as an example 

of what I John 3:16 asks us to do: to lay down our 

lives for the brethren.  Annie said, “We want to 

imitate you (loving God and loving others) and we 

thank God for you.  We look forward to celebrat-

ing your 100th birthday.” 

Sister Jian Xiu Sun gave the second testi-

mony.  She is a relative newcomer, beginning to 

attend FCBC in 2003.  She is a Mandarin speaking 

sister  and  one  of  many  with  a  non-Christian 

"scientific"  background who started coming to 

FCBC.  A couple's Sunday School was established 

and Dr. Lin came to Bible Study every time. When 

Dr. Lin had his accident in May 2004, the group 

was concerned, and fasted and prayed.  When Dr. 

Lin returned, they thanked God, and their faith 

was built up.  Like many of us, sister Sun is 

amazed when Dr. Lin quotes the Bible.  He doesn't 

need to look up the verse!  He has melodies for his 

favorite verses, which he taught to the group.  

Everyone in the group is doing something to tes-

tify for God's name.  They are so touched by Dr. 

Lin's care for each one after service.  Everyone 

feels important and he welcomes each and every 

one.  “We love and respect you, Dr. Lin and we 

ask God to bless you with good health and a long 

life.”   

Next on the schedule was to be a charge from 

Dr. Lin, but he surprised us by saying it was "not 

time for me to give a charge."  Instead, he thanked 

us, especially for being patient with him.  He ac-

knowledged those who love him so much that he 

could not even describe it.  He especially thanked 

us for our prayers for him and said he is getting 

old and his memory is so poor now.  He asked us 

to excuse him if he had offended anyone.  He con-

cluded with, "PTL all things have a purpose.  The 

Lord is coming soon. I hope we can all gather to-

gether in heaven.  God bless all of you."   Dr. Lin 

looked well, despite the long day, and he was 

touched by all the genuine adoration and affection, 

but was still his usual humble self.  

No program is complete without special mu-

sic. And for this momentous occasion, we had a 

fitting family presentation from Dr. Samuel Lin's 

family.  Before the music, Dr. Samuel Lin told a 

funny story about a previous special occasion, Dr. 

Lin's  80th  birthday  celebration.   People  spoke 

about Dr. Lin leading them to the Lord, or encour-

aging them to go into ministry, or bringing them 

and their spouse together.  But Samuel could claim 

something that no one could: he was the only one 

who was ever spanked by Dr. Lin! 

The triplet granddaughters (Rebecca, Alison 

and Stephanie) sang "Jesus, I Adore You" and 

"Seek Ye First."  Both were beautifully sung a 

cappella in three-part harmony, a pure and sweet 

sound to granddad that was very nicely received.  

Eva Lin read a favorite portion of Scripture, Psalm 

16.  The description of the servant of God in the 

passage reminds us of our dear Dr. Lin.  Finally, 

Samuel Lin played a medley of three hymns on the 

piano: "Near the Cross," "Sweet Hour of Prayer," 

and "It Is Well with My Soul."  He said that these 

three songs relate to themes of "dad's life": power 

of the cross, personal nature of prayer, and peace 

that surpasses all understanding.  He played ex-

tremely well in a jazzy improvisational style.  

Next, we enjoyed a PowerPoint presentation 

with many photos of Dr. Lin.  There were pictures 

of him in traditional Chinese garb and preaching 

in the open air in China.  Dr. Lin desired to go to 

school in America and went to Faith Theological 

(Birthday from page 1) 

(Continued on page 8 Birthday) 
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The Voice of  FCBC recently gave Tolman 

Yung, FCBC’s Children’s Minister, the opportu-

nity to share about the children’s department and  

ideas he has implemented since his arrival four 

years ago.  He candidly shares about the details of 

his  ministry,  including  program  changes  and 

thoughts about his dedicated staff. 

What have been some changes in Children’s 

Ministry since you became Children’s Minister 

four years ago?  

The first order of business when I became Chil-

dren’s Minister four years ago was to form a Chil-

dren’s Council to establish uniform policies, pro-

cedures, and training. When I first listened to the 

children’s leaders, a common theme was how all 

the children programs were disconnected and in-

dependent. It seemed like a child coming to our 

church  was  attending several  different  schools 

under one roof: Sunday School, RA, GA, Primary 

Church,  Junior  Church,  Jr.  Camp,  VBS, Bible 

Drill, Kid’s Basketball, etc.  They all had their 

own administrations and sometimes operated in 

very different fashions. It was sometimes confus-

ing and subject to duplication of effort.  

The Children’s Council, which consists of the 

leaders of the programs, spent the last three years 

hammering out policies and procedures. We are 

now united in how we recruit, screen, and train 

incoming workers; how we discipline children; 

how we report children’s accidents and incidents; 

and how we lead a child to Christ and record the 

occasion. We even have a common policy on what 

foods we can and cannot serve to the children 

(Allergy Policy). We’ve also been working with 

the church’s Safety Committee to plan and prac-

tice emergency evacuations and preparedness.  

The  children’s  leaders  have  accomplished 

much in the last three years. I would like to name 

the Children’s Council members so our congrega-

tion can know who they are: 

Angela Cheung – Nursery Dept. 

Eunice Yip – Preschool Dept. 

Clifton Quan – 1st & 2nd Grade Sunday School 

Anna Lee – 3rd & 4th Grade Sunday School 

James Quan – 5th & 6th Grade Sunday School 

Susie Chan – Primary Church 

Stephanie Wong – Jr. Church 

Christine Kwan – GA 

Washington Lem – RA 

Helen Yung – Bible Drill, Children’s Registrar 

Kathy Quan – Jr. Camp 

DeDe Ching, Anton Fong – Advisors 

Cathy Luke – Council Secretary 

Arthur Woo, David Lee – Deacons assigned to 

the Children’s Dept. 

What is the current focus of Children’s Minis-

try? 

We are building for the future. Recognizing that 

most of our teachers are older, we want to make 

sure that the way is open for our FCBC young 

people to come into the children’s department to 

serve. The difficulty here is that our young people 

and older teachers are very different in the way 

they think and work.  These are generational is-

sues which, if misunderstood, will cause friction.  

The book One Church, Four Generations (by 

Gary McIntosh) has been purchased for all the 

children’s teachers. I have been going through 

each  department  explaining  the  need  to  make 

changes in our teaching environment so the in-

coming teachers will feel comfortable. Our Chil-

dren’s Ministry Teacher’s Conference at the end 

of April will focus solely on this topic. This is the 

direction of our children’s ministry for the next 10 

years. 

Another focus is how to address our over-

crowded classrooms. We actually need twice the 

amount of space to catch up to our present needs. 

Because of over-crowdedness, our teachers were 

forced to teach in the outdated single classroom 

�Continued on page ��Children��

Ministry Focus: Children’s Ministry 

by Tolman Yung 
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When looking on the FCBC website under 

Youth Activities, the following mission statement 

can be found: “Youth ministry exists to build and 

equip each youth to be disciples for Jesus Christ 

for the present and the future. Youth ministry 

strives to be the agent through its ministries and 

its leaders in providing youth with life transform-

ing experiences with God that will mark, develop, 

and  steer  their  lives  into  mature  Christians.”  

Voice  asked  Minister  John  Ng  to  share  his 

thoughts on bringing the multi-faceted youth min-

istry together and uniting them under one vision. 

How did you get involved with the Youth Min-

istry?  

When I was originally hired, my old title was Min-

ister of Community Children and Youth.  So, 50% 

of what I was responsible for was youth oriented.��

How long have you been serving with this age 

group? 

For the last five years, I have been in youth minis-

try as a paid employee.  Since all areas of the chil-

dren’s ministry are now under Minister Tolman 

Yung, I don’t serve in children’s ministry any-

more.�
How did this ministry get started?  Who/where 

did the idea come from? 

Youth ministry has been a part of the church for as 

long as the church has had middle school and high 

school youth.  Youth ministry is any youth within 

the church ranging from 7th grade to 12th grade.   

Can you summarize this ministry? 

Basically, the youth ministry at FCBC is com-

prised of the different entities that make up the 

programs and activities of the youth within the 

church.  This would include the Sunday schools, 

fellowships, worship, camp, missions, and Church 

Training Programs within the church.  In becom-

ing the Minister of Youth in the church, I have 

inherited and am responsible for these organiza-

tions.   

Who else serves in this ministry with you? 

The leadership or executive team of youth minis-

try is called the Youth Ministry Team.  The main 

superintendent, head, or sponsor within each of 

the different organizations in youth ministry is a 

member of the Team.  There are also four Parent 

Team Members who serve one-year terms.   

How did they get involved?  Were they asked 

or did they volunteer? 

These team members are invited parents of the 

youth to be on the Team to help coordinate and 

work in developing the youth ministry within the 

church. 

What is the vision/goal of this ministry? 

The overall goal for the youth ministry is to minis-

ter to the whole needs of the youth in the church 

and to help each youth within the church to grow 

in Jesus Christ.  In youth ministry, we have the 

youth for a maximum of six years before they 

head off to college.  We desire to grow and equip 

them before they become adults.     

What do you think will be the most rewarding 

part of the ministry?  The most challenging? 

Right now, there some organizational things to 

tackle first.  These things have to do with policies, 

structure, and organization.  These are some things 

in which the Team will be working on to give the 

youth ministry a better foundation and structure.  

There  will  definitely  be  changes  underway in 

Youth Ministry that will better the leaders and the 

youth.  These changes will be challenging and 

some will be difficult.   

How have things been going so far...smoothly, 

some bumps along the way? 

FCBC has not had a Youth Minister for several 

years, and that has caused many of its departments 

to run independent of each other.  

Nevertheless,  the  youth  ministry  has  been 
(Continued on page 6 Youth) 

Ministry Focus: Youth Ministry 

Interview with John Ng by Josephine Tsang 
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�������� had  the  pleasure  of  interviewing  Pastor 
Warren Ng, the FCBC pastor for Chinese 

Speaking Married Couples.    

In his second year of college, Warren dedi-
cated his life to the Lord for full time ministry.  
Yet, God’s call came true over twenty years later.  
He graduated with a degree in Biochemistry and 
later an MBA in Marketing, but never worked in 
either field.  Interestingly, his roommate at UCLA 
was Chris Tomokiyo.  Our brother began as a cor-
rosion engineer with Fluor.  After five years he 
was laid off, and started an-
other career as a realtor.  This 
was very successful for him, 
but  after  fourteen years,  he 
was at a crossroads.  He could 
expand his business, becom-
ing a broker or continue as he 
was doing.  But God spoke to 
him, “I have taken care of you 
for  years,  so  far  you  have 
been living largely for your-
self.  You are thinking about 
studying  for  your  brokers’ 
license – How about studying for me?”  This was 
the call to ministry for our brother Warren.    

Warren  had  always  wondered  about  his 
schooling, his work and how they seemed uncon-
nected.  Now, for the first time, he heard God call-
ing him to full time service.  Warren asked God 
for a sign.  He did not want it to appear like he was 
going to the ministry as a “backup choice” because 
his  business  was  going  poorly.   God  re-
sponded….their real estate business was the best 
ever that year.  Warren saw how God took care of 
him and knew that God would take care of him in 
the future.  So on faith, seeking His righteousness, 
he began attending Golden Gate seminary. 

Warren is no stranger to our church; he at-
tended here for many years before their family be-
gan serving at Walnut church in 1992. 

Warren is responsible for the Chinese Speak-
ing Adults and one of his long term goals is to 
bring all the Cantonese speaking couples and fami-
lies together.  Right now, they participate in many 
areas across the church:  Sunday School, fellow-
ship, and the two adult services.   

He also has the goal of bringing the ESHAN 
and ELIM groups together.  This is quite challeng-
ing because of the inherent differences between the 
two groups.  The ELIM group includes more pro-
fessionals and their people tend to be more edu-
cated.  ESHAN is more of a working class group.  

Their  cultures  are  different 
and their struggles are differ-
ent. 

Warren has started a low-key 
mentoring program with ma-
ture  couples  working  with 
newly-weds.  For the ESHAN 
group, he is training them to 
lead their own group.  They 
will  be capable of  planning 
the  program,  leading  group 
discussions, etc.  Much of the 

emphasis is on nurturing and building long term 
relationships.  

One thing both groups have in common is the 
challenge that faces them as parents of adolescent 
children.  There is often a language barrier be-
tween parents and children, in addition to the cul-
tural barrier.  Warren was happy that families were 
utilizing Christian resources like Focus on the 
Family for guidance, but noted that parents cannot 
simply apply the information straight from the 
book; they have to tailor it for use in their own 
family.  The challenge is “find our own way to do 
it,” not just to copy what it says in the book. In this 
regard, Warren sees himself as an encourager, not 
an answer man.  He also  encourages his people to 
depend on God and prayer.    

(Continued on page 6 Warren) 

God’s Patient Call and Continued Grace  

Interview with Warren Ng by Don Luke  


