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FCBC 55th Anniversary Worship Service

Fifty-Five Years Young

by Don Luke

t was like a magic trick! Though the church

had an anniversary service to commemorate 55
years of God’s blessings, it seemed like the church
was getting younger instead of older.

Of course, we know the church does not consist
of just buildings, but is comprised of the people
within those buildings. We all listened, prayed, and
sang in one accord; mindful of the theme of the ser-
vice: “Our Lord is Worthy of Praise.”

Unlike past services when we saw old black and
white slides of Dr. Lin, the revival and history of our
church; there was nary a mention of the our humble
beginnings from the noodle factory. Instead, this
was a service led by a new guard. It seemed directed
towards the younger audience. This was totally ap-
propriate, given one of our themes was “the future is
you.” It was also fitting, as the youth are an integral
part of our church and they need to feel a sense of
belonging to FCBC.

Youth minister John Ng was the moderator for
this combined English/Youth service. Melissa Sam
led songs. We sang one of our favorite hymns,
“Great is Thy Faithfulness” as the Lord’s faithful-
ness upon our church has always been steadfast. We
also sang “Glorify Thy Name” and “Lord Be Glori-
fied.”

We heard three testimonies from young people.
They shared about working with the youth and how

God works through the youth of our church.

Elena Li recalled how JFK asked for unity back
in '61 (actually, she wasn't born yet!). She noted
how much we at FCBC could accomplish...if we
move forward in unity. Unfortunately, too much of
the time, we come to church to be entertained, to just
listen, or to be with friends. We need to move away
from that kind of thinking. We need to help others in
need, reach out, offer praise, learn and serve others.
She concluded with "Ask not what FCBC can do for
you, ask what you can do for FCBC."

Jonathan Lew has been serving in HSMT for
three years and reflected on how refreshing and en-
couraging it has been to see young people grow in
faith and become more mature. The high school sen-
iors serve as examples to the underclassmen. In-
deed, the youth are the future of the church. He
urged counselors and parents to be good examples
to the youth in order to build the church together.

God has done so much through FCBC," pro-
claimed Vivian Cheng. She came to our church
originally through the VBS Survey. There are so
many ministries that God has blessed the church
with. Vivian encouraged us to drive students and
serve in VBS and Camp. "It is amazing to see chil-
dren grow up and start serving." We see God work-
ing in our children. If we want to bless others, why
not join Him? All we need is a willing heart.

(Continued on page 2 Anniversary)
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This service was more of a look towards the
future, as opposed to a look back. During a video
presentation, young people shared where they saw
our church in ten years. They also discussed where
they saw themselves serving within our church in
ten years. Praise the Lord, they see FCBC growing
and expanding with branch churches. Praise the
Lord, they see themselves and their friends serving
and growing in this local body in the years to come.

We watched a Power- g
point presentation portraying
various areas of church life. §
Mandarin, Cantonese, and
English speaking of all ages
were shown worshipping, J
making music, learning, fel- g&
lowshipping and of course, &
eating.

Pastor Benny Wong de-
livered the message, "A
Good Role Model for Our
Future." Our pastor’s desire |
is to see the church grow
spiritually and numerically.

He discussed a particular .
growth factor for churches. g
Sacrificial giving was the '

norm in the early church, and caused the church to
grow (Acts 2:45-47, 2 Cor. 1:8:1-5).

Pastor Wong gave several examples of sacrifi-
cial giving at FCBC: A brother whose rider vomited
in his new car, young adults giving up their Satur-
days to work at church, and a single mother who
bought a rice cooker for another single mother even
though she is on Social Security with three children.
Yes, we face a challenge with this "Me Generation,"
our pastor said. However, he is optimistic because
he sees the sacrificial love of brothers and sisters
like these. Let us follow the role model of the Mace-
donians, he said, who begged for the opportunity to
give in this way. Let us take the initiative to give
sacrificially.

The service concluded with a forty-five minute
performance from the combined Masters Choir and
Orchestra. This idea, which began as a grand vision
from our Music Director was carried out in exem-
plary fashion. The elegantly dressed choir (women

wore black with magenta scarves and men wore
black with red ties) packed the entire choir loft.
They also filled the entire Sanctuary with their
strong and energetic voices. The full orchestra (over
40 musicians) took up the entire stage (with the ex-
tended risers). Some members of the orchestra were
not from our church (many were from Biola or Mas-
ters College). To me, it foreshadowed the day when
all people unite in Heaven to sing glories to our ev-
erlasting God. The orchestra brought a certain ma-
jestic feeling to the proceedings. The combined en-
semble presented ten pieces
2 and after each, there was en-
thusiastic applause.

The choir/orchestra con-
cluded fittingly with the Hal-
lelujah chorus. This moving
piece reminded us of God’s
glory and timelessness. “It is
not about us” is a common
phrase heard in church today
and this timeless piece re-
minded me that it really is
2 not about us, but about our

§ God. Certainly, our God has
been with us all these years
and He will continue to be
with us forever and ever.
Praise the Lord!
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Summer Camps 2007

Family Time

Every summer, hundreds of people from our
FCBC family take a week and/or weekend to en-
joy the fresh mountain air and find spiritual re-
newal at our summer camps. The Voice of FCBC
recently interviewed FCBC Camp Director, Na-
thaniel Li, to learn more about this vital ministry
to our church, and to receive the latest information
about this year’s summer camps.

Voice of FCBC: Why is the camp ministry im-
portant to the growth of the church body?

Nathaniel Li: The ministry of camp gives our
people an opportunity to get away from the re-
sponsibilities and urgencies of their everyday lives
to focus on God; letting Him speak to us in a
peaceful setting, surrounded by His creation. Ter-
rific speakers and intimate sharing times inspire
us in our walk with the Lord. As individuals, we
all need an occasional break to “recharge our bat-
teries” and refresh ourselves in God’s presence,
like Jesus often did throughout His ministry. As a
church family, camp draws us all closer together
by giving us many opportunities to fellowship
with other brothers and sisters in a variety of set-
tings (i.e. worship, meals, recreation, sharing
groups, etc.). We thus become more of a “family
of God” who can be more transparent with each
other and support one another.

Our CIT (Counselor-in-Training) program gives
many of our collegians a starting point for service
within our church by providing the training and
experience to serve as counselors in our Youth
Camps.

VOF: What distinguishes it from other minis-
tries that take place year-round?

NL: Camp takes us away from the city and allows
us to spend time with friends and family, like a
long field trip, over several days. While it is a fun
and exciting event, it is also spiritually and emo-
tionally challenging for everyone who attends.
Camp provides a unique opportunity to identify
where we stand in our walk with Christ, to restore
relationships with others, and to give us that

“spiritual high” where we feel really close to God.
We make commitments at camp to change our
lives in ways that glorify God. Revivals can occur
in the lives of individuals or entire camps as a re-
sult of the unique setting where campers can feel
God’s presence from morning devotions thru eve-
ning sharing times.

Camp is also the only ministry at FCBC that our
members have to pay for out of their own pockets.
We know that this makes it difficult for some to
attend, so we try to keep costs low by subsidizing
many camp activities and keeping registration fees
as low as possible.

VOF: For someone who cannot afford to at-
tend camp, what can you offer?

NL: Campership is available to anyone who does
not have the financial resources to pay for camp.
Our desire is for everyone to have a chance to
have a “mountain-top experience” with God. Just
ask any of our camp directors for more informa-
tion.

VOF: Has camp changed over the years? If so,
how?

NL: Adult Camps used to run from Monday thru
Friday, just like our Youth Camps do today. In
other words, camp used to be an activity that was
the highlight of the year at church, an event that
people would plan their vacations around and take
time off from work to attend. However, the abil-
ity of camp to change lives and draw campers
closer to God and each other remain the same.

VOF: What do you envision for the camp min-
istry in the future? Let’s say the next 5-10
years?

NL: One thing that I’d like to eventually see is
more “ministry-specific” camps that will minister
to particular segments within our church, such as
the Women’s Retreat in June. Retreats for single-
adults or married couples, father-son or mother-
daughter, and perhaps even a golf retreat can be

Continued on page  Camps
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Youth Camps
August 13 - 17, 2007
Pine Summit Christian Camp
Big Bear Lake, CA

Junior Camp — Directors: Tammy Jow, Kathy Quan, Rebecca Yee
Junior High Camp — Directors: Justin Lee, Charissa Lue, Stacey Lo
High School Camp- Directors: Alvin Cheng, Debbie Gewecke

Youth Camp Counselor Meetings: 6/25, 7/2, 7/16, 7/30, 8/6
June 28 - Deadline for counselors to decide to serve intfidCamps)

Youth Camp Fee: $180 Early Bird (7/1)
190 Regular Rate (7/8 — 22)
200 Late Rate (7/29)

Adult Camps
August 24 — 26, 2007
Pine Summit Christian Camp
Big Bear Lake, CA

College/Young Adult Camp— Director: Darren Lo
Family Camp — Directors: Nathaniel Li, Melvin Quan

Adult Camp Fee: Standard/ Deluxe
130 / $170 Early Bird Rate (July™& 22" only)
145 | $185 Regular Rate (July'29August 19)

10 off for first time campers (within past 5 years)
Kids still fly free!

FCBC Camp Website: www.fcbc.org/camp

& £S5 £ ) £S5 £ )

Campsfrom page speakers, selecting themes and recruiting counsel-
opportunities to build up our church family. I'd ors/personnel to serve in the upcoming camps.
also like to see our church eventually pay for ®uring our retreats, the physical, emotional, and
greater portion of the registration fees and helpspecially spiritual health of our staff and counse
subsidize camp, like we do for other church minisers is vital to the experience of our campers. We
tries, so that more of our church family can attendspecially need everyone’s prayers for the spiri-
together. tual warfare going on during our camps as Satan
tries to distract our campers from focusing on God

VOF: How can we pray for this important min- and feeling His presence.

istry?

NL: Prayer is extremely important in the ministry
of camp. Planning for our camps go almost year
round and our directors need wisdom in finding
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